
Save Ponte Vedra Beach 
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Agenda

¨ I. Ponte Vedra Beach’s Sizable and Growing 
Tourism Industry  - Centered on the Beach 
and Golf

¨ II. Current State of Our Beach – Invest in it 
or We Will Lose it

¨ III. The TDC Tax Is Widely Deployed in 
Florida toward Renourishing Beaches

¨ IV. Conclusion
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I. Ponte Vedra Beach’s Sizable 
and Growing Tourism Industry

o PonteVedra Beach’s Tourism Industry is tied 
first to the Beach and secondly to Golf 

Source:  UF Study on Ponte Vedra Beach , 2016
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Ponte Vedra Beach’s Tourism Industry 
Has Very Broad Reach

1. PVB has the County’s largest hotels and a high 
concentration of rentals on or near the beach.

2. Roughly 1,500,000 tourists visit PVB each year and 
they spend more per person than visitors to any 
other part of St Johns County.

3. The Players Tournament, alone: 
* attracts upwards of 250,000 people annually, 
* is viewed by about 1 billion households globally, 
* generates a $150 million economic impact for us.
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Ponte Vedra Beach’s Tourist 
Economy 

¨ 1. SJC Tourism is a $1.1bn per year industry and 
PVB is estimated to be 30%. #1 employer at 25%.  

¨ 2. Ponte Vedra Beach also has a sizable corporate 
conference/meetings business, generating about 
50% of the tourism industry’s revenues in PVB.

¨ 3. PVB tourists are a feeder to St Augustine.  We all 
benefit from PVB’s highly attractive tourist base.
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Tourism is Important to PVB’s Economy and 
Many Tourists Visit the Beach

¨ Governor Scott: ”tourism is the lifeblood of 
Florida’s economy and many Florida tourists 
visit the beach”.  The Governor is committed to 
investing in Florida’s beaches.

¨ We have made $0 investment in PVB, unlike 
much of the rest of the State’s beaches.  The 
neglect has to stop or we will lose our beach 
and our tourism industry will suffer.
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II. Current State of Ponte Vedra
Beach After Irma
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Coastal Professionals’ Thoughts on 
the State of Ponte Vedra Beach

PVB has lost a substantial 135 feet of 
coastline since the 1970s or about 3 feet per 
year.  At this pace, there eventually will not be 
a beach in PVB.

PVB will not rebuild the sand lost in Irma and 
Mathew in our lifetime unless it is renourished
and, in fact, is losing coastline each year.
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Coastal Professionals’ Thoughts on 
Renourished Beaches

“All over the state renourished beaches perform better 
than non-renourished beaches. 

The main advantage almost state wide is that dune damage 
and infrastructure damage was significantly less on almost 
any renourished beach versus beaches that had not had a 
beach management or sand placement program.

This is clearly discussed in the state’s Post hurricane report.”
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Beaches with Renourishment
Programs Perform Better Than 
Beaches without:

¨ Amelia Island lost only 11% of their originally 
placed sand in Irma.

¨ St Augustine and Jacksonville Beach also 
experienced minimal sand loss in Irma versus 
PVB.
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Amelia Island’s Beach Performed 
Exceptionally Well in Irma

¨ Our Goal is a “Hurricane Resistant Beach” as 
well. After, 9/14/2017Before Irma, 9/7/2017

12



Amelia Island vs PVB
Amelia Island, Before and After Irma Ponte Vedra, Before and After Irma
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Amelia Island Beach Restoration 
in Pictures
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Renourishment Plan
1.Our Community Wants this - We’ve Polled 

Ourselves:  93% approval among about 700 
property owners so far.

2.The County and FDEP are Very Supportive.

3.Our Coastal Engineers have started surveying our 
beach and their study will be completed by 
February/March.  Their assessment is that we 
must restore our beach if we are to have a beach in 
coming years.  The goal is a hurricane resistant 
beach.
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III. The Bed Tax is Widely 
Deployed to Renourish

Florida’s Beaches
1. 60-70% of Florida’s beach renourishment programs are 

partly funded via the TDC tax, others use property taxes as 
per the Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Association – the industry’s major trade organization.  

2. In fact, the bed tax is used in Broward, Collier, Flagler, Gulf, 
Lee, Palm Beach, Nassau, Pinellas, Sarasota, Walton, among 
most other coastal Florida counties, in addition to the city of 
St Augustine Beach.

3. Leverage to TDC contributions as State funding will match 
it.  We are well positioned to receive 50% State funding 
under Scott’s Disaster Recovery Program given the dire 
state of PVB after Irma.  
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Cause for Action

¨ We must implement a beach renourishment program with 
urgency:

¨ * Ponte Vedra Beach is one of the only Beaches in Florida without a 
Beach renourishment program, even after Irma and Mathew. 

¨ * Continued neglect will cause us to lose our beach all together.

¨ * The longer we wait to implement a program, the more costly it 
will become. 

¨ * We must invest in our beach and stop the perception that we are 
becoming South Ponte Vedra as this is hurting our tourism 
industry. 
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Conclusion

¨ We must renourish Ponte Vedra Beach or we 
will lose it along with PVB’s sizable and 
growing tourism industry.  

¨ Investing in Ponte Vedra’s beach is a smart 
economic decision given the size of the 
economy tied to PVB’s beach and the strong 
ROI that it will generate for our tourism 
industry.  
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